Indigenous Drugs Series No. (31) Berberine-containing plants have been used by both the Hindu and Mohammedan physicians as stomachic and bitter tonic in the same way as quassia and calumba. They have also been used as antiperiodics and alteratives in remittent types of fevers. The root paste is used as a paint for acute ophthalmia in children. In the treatment of leprosy, snake bite, jaundice and vomiting of pregnancy, berberine-containing plants have been largely used. The fruit or berries of B. asiatica are given as a cooling laxative in children, the stems are said to be diaphoretic and laxative, and are recommended in rheumatism. The root-bark is rich in bitter principles and is used as a tonic and antiperiodic. Instead of the root-bark, the root itself was employed as an anti-periodic, diaphoretic and anti-pyretic, and its action was believed to be as powerful as quinine. A decoction made from the root was said to be an excellent remedy against malaria. The dried extract made from the root known as rasaut or ras is used as a purgative for children, as a blood-purifier and as an external application in conjunctivitis in combination with alum, or alum and opium. It is used as a local application for indolent ulcers. It has also been used for gastric and duodenal ulcers by the indigenous practitioners.
The alkaloid berberine has been used by physicians practising the western system against fever of intermittent types, malaria, vomiting of pregnancy and diarrhoea in doses of 2 to 6 grains in cachets. Sabestine (1926) There is a sharp fall of blood pressure, the degree of fall and its duration depending upon the dose administered. The heart is depressed and the systemic blood vessels generally, and those of the splanchnic area particularly, are dilated. The force and amplitude of the isolated mammalian heart is decreased by such dilutions as 1 in 50,000. In myocardiograph experiments both the auricles and the ventricles are depressed and the heart shows a distinct dilatation.
The respiratory system is markedly affected by the drug. Intravenous injections show an initial stimulation which might be due to the lowering of blood pressure or to minute emboli formed in the capillaries of the lungs. The initial stimulation, however, soon gives way to depression, especially when larger doses are given. The respiratory centre is depressed and death is generally due to failure of the respiration; the heart goes on beating long after the respiration stops. 
